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me to Thy arms outstretched upon the cross, and forgive all my sins."
Again she took her seat upon the stool, and the Earl of Kent then asked her if she had no confession to make; she replied that, as she had committed no crime, any confession she might make would be a falsehood pure and simple.
"Very well, Madame," said the Earl, "if that be so, prepare to die."
The Queen arose, and said to the headsman as he approached to remove her clothing:
" Let me do it, my friend; I know better than you how it should be done, and I am not accustomed to being undressed before so large a company nor by such attendants."
She called her two women and began to remove the pins from her head-dress. As they assisted their mistress to disrobe for the last time they could not keep "back the hot tears which rose to their eyes.
" Do not weep," said Mary, in French, " for I gave my word that you would not."
As she spoke she made the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of them, kissed them both, and bade them pray for her.
She then began to remove her clothing, assisting hex women as she was in the habit of doing when she retired at night; she took the gold crucifix from her neck and was about to give it to Jane, saying to the executioner:
" My friend, I know that everything I have upon me belongs to you, but you have no use for this, so let me give it to Mademoiselle, I beg, and she will pay you its value twice over in money."
But the executioner hardly allowed her to finish her sentence, ere he snatched it from her hands.